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NOTIO  E. 

♦ 


After  I  consecrated  tlie  synagogue  in  Greene  Street, 
fourteen  years  ago,  I  was  blamed  for  not  publishing  the 
discourse  in  pamphlet  form.  I  felt  that  they  who  blamed 
me  were  right.  But  the  fault  was  committed — the  thing 
was  done. 

When  I  lately  consecrated  the  synagogue  in  West  Thirty- 
fourth  Street,  I  remembered  this  reproach,  and  determined, 
to  avoid  it.  I  was  told  that,  in  the  synagogue,  my  discourse 
was  very  imperfectly  heard.  Here  it  is,  from  beginning  to 
end.  The  beautiful  structure  I  consecrated  deserves  the 
attachment  of  its  congregation.  It  well  deserves  that  its 

officers  should  do  their  best  to  hallow  it.  I  have  endeav- 

\ 

ored  to  do  my  best.  May  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  render 
it  acceptable  to  those  who  cast  their  eye  over  it,  not  only 
now,  but  hereafter,  when  I  am  long  silent  and  at  rest !  May 
they  read,  may  they  study,  its  contents  !  May  they  venerate 
this  house  of  prayer  ;  and  truly  worship  the  Holy  One  ! 

This  is  the  keepsake  I  leave  to  the  congregation,  whom  I 
love,  and  to  all  Israel. 


M.  J.  Raphall,  Dr , 
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DISCOURSE. 


I33i*  1*118*1  ■'2?  "n  nrisnjj  ibe3  nrprs  oai  heoed  mxsa  "n  “jrvoSBtt  hif'r  na 

-n 

“How  lovely  are  tby  tabernacles,  0  Lord  of  hosts!  My  soul  longeth  and 
yearneth  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord!  My  mind  and  my  flesh  exult  in  the  living 
God!” 


Such  were  the  words  of  the  inspired  Psalmist,  in  his  84th 
Psalm,  as  he  described  the  feelings  of  admiration,  of  long¬ 
ing,  of  anxiety,  and  of  joy  which,  each  in  its  turn,  had 
swayed  his  mind  during  the  building  and  at  the  completion 
of  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  How  truly  the  Psalmist  depicted 
these  feelings  you,  congregation  B’nai  Jeshurun,  are  well 
able  to  testify.  You,  likewise,  have  passed  through  the 
same  undertaking.  You  have  admired  the  pious  proposal ; 
you  have  longed  for  its  commencement ;  you  have  anxiously 
watched  its  slow  progress;  and  to-day,  at  length,  you  rejoice 
in  its  completion,  and  in  the  sacred  purpose  for  which  you 
dedicate  it.  Every  structure  raised  by  the  hand  of  man, 
from  the  humble  hut  of  the  savage  to  the  splendid  palace 
of  the  nation,  attests  men’s  power  of  body  and  of  mind, 
rising  in  degree  according  iro  the  importance  and  use  of  the 
building.  But  of  all  the  works  raised  by  his  hand,  none  so 
fully  attests  his  lofty  powers  as  a  place  of  worship,  since  it 
proves  man  qualified,  not  only  to  be  the  chief  inhabitant  of 
earth,  but  also  to  become  the  denizen  of  heaven.  Every 
house  of  prayer  that  meets  our  eye  bespeaks  the  strong 
feeling  of  religion,  of  dependence  on  a  Supreme  Being,  that 
is  innate  in  man.  Human  systems  and  institutions  spring 
up,  flourish,  and  disappear ;  science  each  day  makes  new 
discoveries  and  corrects  old  errors ;  but  amid  all  the  inces¬ 
sant  activity,  the  constant  progress  of  the  human  mind, 
religion,  worship,  faith,  still  maintain  their  rank  supreme, 
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and  meet  with  universal  recognition.  And  if  attestation 
thus  general  is  afforded  by  every  place  of  worship  through¬ 
out  the  land,  how  much  stronger,  how  much  more  elevating, 
must  that  attestation  become  to  us  Israelites,  when  we, 
God’s  ancient  and  chosen  people,  consecrate  a  new  syna¬ 
gogue  to  his  service !  Yes,  well  may  you  exclaim  with  the 
Psalmist :  “  My  mind,  my  flesh  exult  in  the  living  God !” 
for  you  have  more  than  one  reason  to  do  so.  When  within 
the  walls  of  this  sanctuary  you  look  around  you,  think,  oh, 
think  back!  There  was  a  time  when  the  darkest  court  of 
the  darkest  street  of  any  one  of  the  gloomy  cities  of  the  Old 
World  was  deemed  too  good  for  Israel’s  religious  assem¬ 
blies.  How  often  had  these  dark  courts  witnessed  deeds 
darker  still,  of  which  our  fathers  were  the  innocent  and 

much-injured  victims!  Whereas,  now,  we  look  around  us 

*► 

and  rejoice,  while  we  thank  God  for  his  light,  that  is  good, 
and  that  has  gradually  dispelled  the  gloom  in  which  crafty 
fanaticism  had  so  long  kept  mankind  enshrouded.  As  God, 
in  his  mercy,  permitted  the  Gentile  nations  to  become  hu¬ 
manized,  as  mind  triumphed  over  brute  force  and  civiliza¬ 
tion  advanced,  you,  who  had  so  long  been  the  consistent 
advocates  of  mind — you,  the  most  ancient  conservators  of 
genuine  civilization — you  were  at  length  entitled  to  resume 
that  standing  among  intellectual  beings  which  is  your  due, 
that  freedom  of  conscience  which  is  your  birthright;  until 
this  day,  within  these  hallowed  walls,  you  behold  assembled 
your  fellow-citizens  of  various  denominations,  rejoicing  with 
you  at  your  success,  joining  you  in  praise  and  thanksgiving 
to  the  God  of  Jacob.  But,  great  as  is  this  cause  of  our  joy, 
we  have  other  higher,  holier  ones  when  we  consecrate  this 
structure,  when,  in  the  words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  we  ex¬ 
claim  :  D’aaN  pns  wn  c-ns®  mnr,  “  Open,  ye  gates,  and 
admit  a  people  that  has  a  righteous  cause,  a  nation  that 
keepetli  faith”  (Isaiah  xxvi.,  2) ;  when  we  dedicate  this 
sanctuary  to  the  worship  of  God,  that  we  may  here  carry 
out  the  trust  confided  to  us  by  Him  who  had  declared: 
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■'3N1  "n  dxs  *15  onx,  “Ye  are  my  witnesses,  saitli  the  Lord, 
that  I  am  God”  ( ib .  xliii.,  12) — a  trust  which  we,  the  children 
of  the  far  East,  have  carried  from  the  banks  of  the  Jordan  to 
the  shores  of  the  Hudson,  and  beyond  it,  everywhere  pro¬ 
claiming  :  “rnx  "n  vrfcK  "n  Jw-rcn  c,  “Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord 
our  God,  the  Lord  is  one.”  (Deut.  vi.,  4.) 

My  friends,  when  our  fathers  were  delivered  from  the 
bondage  of  Egypt ;  when  they  went  forth  proclaiming  to  the 
astonished  world:  naas-iKi  ^dx  vpx  vroxv^x  pit,  “This  is  my  God, 
and  I  will  extol  him ;  the  Lord  of  my  fathers,  I  will  exalt 
him”  (Exod.  xv.,  2),  and  after  the  Lord  of  the  universe  had 
descended  on  Sinai’s  Mount  and  there  made  known  his  su¬ 
preme  will  to  the  nation  he  had  dignified  by  his  choice,  we 
find  that  one  of  his  first  commandments  addressed  to  his 
people  was :  wire  yvn,  “  Let  them  prepare  for  me 

a  sanctuary,  and  I  will  dwell  among  them.”  (Exod.  xxv.,  8.) 
And  when,  after  every  temporal  good  that  had  been  prom¬ 
ised  to  their  fathers  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob  had  actually 
been  bestowed  upon  and  forfeited  by  ungrateful  Israel, 
whose  manifold  sins  had  at  length  called  down  upon  them 
that  punishment  which  had  been  foretold  to  them  a  thou¬ 
sand  years  before  it  was  inflicted — we  find,  I  say,  that  one 
of  the  last  promises  /which  a  just  and  merciful  God  address¬ 
ed  to  his  scattered  people,  the  last  strong  ray  of  protection 
and  of  hope  with  which  the  prophet  Ezekiel  is  inspired  to 
cheer  the  gloom  of  captivity  and  of  exile,  is  the  gracious 
promise  (Ezek.  xi.,  16)  :  D-rrsErrr  En  cud  o-npmn  rs  "n  *>nx  -.ex  nr, 
did  ixd  “itdx  rvfinxD  D5E  d rt?  ,,nx*i  ns-xD  “  Thus  saith  the  Lord 

God :  Although  I  have  caused  them  to  be  driven  afar  among 
the  nations,  and  to  be  scattered  among  the  countries,  yet 
will  I  be  with  them  in  their  minor  sanctuary  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  to  which  they  may  come.”  It  is  on  occasions  when,  as 
on  this  day,  the  house  of  Israel  consecrate  such  a  dde  xnpE, 
“  minor  sanctuary,”  that  these  texts  naturally  present  them¬ 
selves  to  our  minds.  Yes,  children  of  Israel,  they  not  only 
present  themselves  to  you  with  all  their  heartfelt  truth, 
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force,  and  realization,  but  they  likewise  impress  your  souls 
with  a  fervent  gratitude  toward  the  Lord  God  of  your 
fathers  and  of  yourselves  for  his  justice  and  for  his  mercy. 
We  felt  the  weight  of  his  hand  ;  we  knew  the  arm  that  was 
stretched  out  against  us  ;  but  we  likewise  knew  that  his 
anger  was  not  altogether  destructive.  We  were  convinced 
that  his  loving-kindness  would  still  be  extended  toward  us  ; 
and  at  length,  thanks  be  to  his  holy  name,  the  hour  foretold 
arrived. 

When  your  late  sanctuary  in  Greene  Street  was  conse¬ 
crated,  it  pleased  my  God  to  direct  my  lips  that  I  could  tell 
you  what  that  sanctuary  was  intended  to  be ;  what  it  be¬ 
hooved  you  to  bear  in  mind  after  you  entered  it,  and  what 
was  your  duty  after  you  left  it  and  during  your  course 
through  life.  I  am  bound  to  do  you  justice,  and  to  say 
what  at  that  time  I  cautioned  you  to  mind  and  observe,  you, 
as  a  congregation,  have  never  lost  sight  of.  But  we  must  not 
remain  standing  on  the  spot  which  then  we  occupied.  The 
grace  of  our  God  has  led  us  onward ;  the  bounty  of  our 
merciful  Lord  has  been  bestowed  upon  us  and  our  country  ; 
and  though  now,  as  fourteen  years  ago  and  forever,  the 
foundation  of  Jacob’s  faith,  the  principle  of  Israel’s  grati¬ 
tude  remain  immovable,  we  must  not  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
mercy  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel.  Who,  indeed,  can  behold 
unmoved  what  the  last  four  years  have  witnessed  ?  Who, 
what  Israelite,  what  man  or  woman  of  our  faith  permitted 
to  dwell  in  the  United  States,  can  for  an  instant  behold  the 
hand  of  God  outstretched,  and  blessing  our  country  in  the 
midst  of  its  dangers,  without  feeling  the  inmost  corners  of 
his  heart  stirring  within  him  ?  We  have  seen  the  God  of 
Israel  at  work  ;  we  have  beheld  the  Lord  of  the  universe  at 
action.  For  four  long  years  we  have  seen  part  of  these 
United  States  struggle  and  boldly  stand  at  arms’  length  ; 
for  four  soul-stirring  years  the  ever-blessed  and  righteous 
States,  with  streaming  eyes  but  rigid  hearts,  sent  forth  her 
sons  to  fight  and  to  conquer,  and  the  Lord  was  with  them, 
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glory  be  to  his  holy  name  !  And  now  on  the  return  of 
victory  and  triumph,  we  behold  this  blessed  country,  though 
loaded  with  the  burden  of  the  war,  still  cheerfully  and 
smilingly  grasp  the  blessings  of  peace.  There  is  not  at  this 
moment  any  one  commonwealth  on  the  face  of  God’s  earth 
that  in  any  degree  can  equal  the  United  States.  There  is 
not  at  this  moment  any  one  empire  or  kingdom  on  the  face 
of  God’s  earth  that  can  afford  to  slight  the  United  States — 
and  what  she  is  now,  within  five  months  of  the  return  of 
peace,  she  tells  her  citizens,  she  tells  the  world,  that  she 
will  continue  to  be  ;  that  she  will,  each  year,  increase  in 
power ;  each  year  increase  in  wholesome  influence.  Who 
now  shall  assign  bounds  to  the  United  States  but  the  Lord  ? 
Who  and  when  will  a  limit  be  set  to  the  influence  of  our 
mighty  republic,  but  by  the  gracious  God  who  so  far  has 
watched  over  her  ?  And  of  this  blessed  republic,  children 
of  Israel,  ye  are  citizens  ;  of  this  commonwealth,  already 
among  the  first,  and  soon  the  very  first  State  in  the  world, 
ye,  children  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  are  free  men. 
The  boon  which,  in  common  with  all  the  blessings  of  free¬ 
dom,  is  extended  to  all  her  children,  is  yours  equally  with 
the  many,  many  millions  of  other  American  citizens.  Thank 
'  God  that  it  is  so  !  Thanks  to  his  holy  name  that  your  sons, 
your  grandsons,  in  continuous  generations,  will  enjoy  those 
rights  which  you  so  justly  value.  We  should  ill  assemble 
on  this  spot  without  thanking  the  Lord  for  his  manifold 
favors.  We  should  hardly  know  how  to  acquit  ourselves  of 
our  duty,  and  to  consecrate  this  building  to  the  great  God 
of  Israel,  if  we  let  this  glorious  moment  pass  without  praying 
him  still  further  to  bless  these  United  States,  to  watch  over 
our  country,  the  favorite  spot  of  his  reign  on  earth ;  to  ac¬ 
cumulate  on  her  head  and  on  that  of  her  citizens  the  count¬ 
less  blessings  which  do,  and  which  will,  distinguish  her 
as  his  choice.  But,  my  friends,  while  we  know  and  ac~ 
knowledge  all  this  to  be  true,  while,  with  the  affectionate 
love  of  Israelites,  and  the  happy  freedom  of  citizens,  we 
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prepare  to  consecrate  tliis  blessed  building  to  the  Lord  our 
God,  we  must  take  care  to  bear  in  mind  our  additional 
duties.  We  must  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  as  we  dwell  on  those 
rights  which  are  ours,  on  those  advantages  which,  with  the 
blessing  of  God,  will  render  our  children  worthy  of  praying 
in  his  house.  Let  us  then,  my  friends,  duly  consider  and 
improve  three  questions  : 

1.  What  is  this  house  that  we  consecrate  unto  the  Lord  ? 

2.  What  must  be  our  conduct  within  its  walls  ? 

3.  What  ought  to  be,  and  shall  be,  our  conduct  in  life 
before  and  after  our  being  in  the  synagogue  ? 

These,  my  friends,  are  weighty  questions,  and  demand  our 
serious  attention,  inasmuch  as  they  embrace  man’s  whole 
life  and  the  influence  which  religion  should  exercise  on  his 
thoughts  and  his  actions.  For  that  Israelite,  whose  devo¬ 
tion  begins  and  ends  with  his  visit  to  the  synagogue,  who 
thinks  that  with  the  recital  of  certain  prayers,  at  stated 
times,  and  with  the  observance  of  certain  outward  acts,  he 
has  done  all  that  his  religion  prescribes  and  requires  ;  the 
Israelite  who  takes  so  narrow  and  selfish  a  view  of  his 
religion  is  most  fatally  mistaken,  and  it  is  to  him,  and  like 
of  him,  that  the  prophet  addresses  the  reproach  cm  xaa  -s 
pm  mjn  W55  vnsrmm  van  mn,  a‘  This  people  approaches  me 
with  its  mouth,  and  with  its  lips  do  honor  me,  but  its  heart 
is  far  from  me.”  (Isaiah  xxix.,  13.)  Whereas,  the  true  Israel¬ 
ite  knows  and  feels  that  every  moment,  every  act  of  his  life, 
should  be  regulated  by  God’s  holy  law,  even  as  Solomon 
recommends  :  in?n  -pn-n  Jon,  “  In  all  thy  ways  acknowledge 
him.”  (Prov.  iii.,  6.)  Though,  therefore,  but  a  small  portion 
of  his  time  be  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  God  within  the 
walls  of  the  sanctuary,  yet  that  much  greater  portion  which 
the  Israelite  passes  far  from  the  consecrated  building,  and 
which  he  devotes  to  his  earthly  wants  and  cares,  even  this 
portion  of  his  time  should  be  so  employed  as  to  prepare 
him  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  amm  nman  Jman  J>xn.  “  the 
great,  mighty,  and  awful  God,”  before  whom,  here  and 
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everywhere,  he  pours  forth  his  soul  in  prayer.  Let  us, 
then,  seriously  reflect  on  these  questions,  in  order  to  answer 
them  truly ;  and  that  we  may  do  so,  let  us  first  invoke  the 
help  of  our  Father  in  heaven,  that  his  goodness  may  guide 
us,  that  his  mercy  may  sustain  us,  and  the  light  of  his 
countenance  shine  upon  us.  Let  us  pray  that  his  spirit,  the 
spirit  of  counsel  and  of  understanding,  may  direct  my  words 
and  your  thoughts,  -jn^n  tip  ,’E‘i  nn&n  vde  een,  “  O  Lord,  open 
thou  my  lips,  that  my  mouth  may  proclaim  thy  praise. 
'pkep  'ms  •»  -ps^  'zb  ■'D  ■hen  pE-p  vrr,  “  May  the  words  of  my 
mouth  and  the  meditations  of  my  mind  be  acceptable  before 
thee,  O  Lord,  my  rock  and  my  Redeemer.” 

I. — First,  then,  what  is  this  house  that  we  consecrate  unto 
the  Lord  ? 

In  my  remarks  at  the  consecration  of  Greene  Street  Syna¬ 
gogue,  I  told  you  that,  according  to  what  a  wise  man  of  this 
world  said:  “All  civilized  nations  live  in  houses.  Hence 
arose  the  idea  to  build  a  house  unto  God,  in  which  men 
could  adore  him  and  seek  him,  both  in  their  hopes  and  in 
their  fears.”  A  clerical  wise  man  of  this  world,  however, 

f 

rejects  this  idea,  because  it  would  be  “more  becoming  to 
state  that  the  necessity  of  instructing  mankind,  and  of 
preaching  to  them  the  doctrines  of  their  creed,  first  gave 
rise  to  the  idea  of  building  a  house  to  God.”  But  I  further 
told  you  that  these  ideals  were  not  acceptable  to  Israelites, 
for  the  words  of  their  Scriptures  are  :  deipe  ^ppeei  Eppa  ibsi 
“  Let  them  prepare  me  a  sanctuary,  and  I  will  dwell  among 
them.”  True,  but  strange!  Well  might  Solomon,  in  his 
astonishment,  exclaim :  epeem  e^eep  nsn  -pc<n  ^  ev£>k  ee"1 
•pee  pen  mx  rr'Ein  'E  t]x  -p^EpE’  “Will  God  indeed  dwell  upon 
earth?  Lo!  the  heavens  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  will 
not  contain  thee ;  how  much  less  this  house  which  I  have 
builded!”  (1  Kings  viii.,  27.)  In  the  same  sense  the  prophet 
Isaiah  is  instructed  to  declare  :  pvn  eep  •pscm  ^ee  e-eeh  "n  pen  pe 
■'ptvoe  mpE  “T  eep  pen  p'e  “t  px,  “  Thus  saitli  the  Lord :  The 
heaven  is  my  seat,  and  the  earth  is  my  footstool ;  where, 
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then,  is  the  house  that  ye  can  build  for  me,  and  where  is  the 
place  for  my  repose  ?”  (Isaiah  lxvi.,  1.)  But  -p-i  rum  pn  tra 
cnprpT  d“tn,  “God  is  not  a  man,  that  he  should  lie;  or  son  of 
man,  that  he  should  repent.”  (Numb,  xxiii.,  19.)  His 
promise  was  fulfilled.  God,  the  Almighty  Bather,  the  be¬ 
neficent  Ruler,  the  Helper  in  need,  the  Succor  in  prosperity, 
the  Saviour  in  death,  dwelt  in  that  sanctuary  which  Moses 
erected  in  the  wilderness — in  that  temple  which  Solomon 
consecrated  in  Jerusalem.  There  Israelites  assembled  from 
all  parts  of  their  land  three  times  in  every  year.  They 
came  with  willing  minds  and  gladsome  hearts  to  bow  down 
before  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of  Jacob ; 
they  came  joyfully,  they  worshiped  reverently,  they  went 
home  cheerfully,  and  the  finger  of  God  was  visible  in  all 
their  deeds.  And  yet  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  people 
who  went  out  from  Egypt — they  who  were  surrounded  by 
an  atmosphere  of  miracles,  and  who  had  seen  all  the  laws 
of  nature  suspended  or  inverted  for  their  protection — this 
people  were,  nevertheless,  so  strongly  impressed  with  suspi¬ 
cion,  the  sleight  of  hand  and  priestcraft  which  they  had 
habitually  witnessed  in  Egypt  had  imprinted  so  strong  a 
degree  of  mistrust  on  their  minds,  that  even  after  the  waters 
of  the  Red  Sea  had  opened  to  afford  them  a  safe  passage, 
and  had  again  closed  and  buried  their  tyrant  and  his  host, 
even  then  it  was  long  before  they  were  certain  that  Moses 
was  indeed  the  messenger  commissioned  by  God,  and  that 
the  power  he  exercised  was  derived  from  heaven.  There¬ 
fore,  at  the  first  appearance  of  difficulty,  they  murmured ; 
at  the  first  serious  obstacle  that  threatened  their  progress, 
they  presumed  to  question  the  protection  they  had  hitherto 
experienced,  and  loudly  to  ask  :  yjx  cn  lampa  "n  rn,  “  Is  the 
Lord  indeed  among  us  or  not  ?”  As  an  answer  to  that 
question,  and  to  silence  their  doubts  forever,  the  Lord 
vouchsafed  to  promise:  cams -nasoi,  “I  will  dwTell  among 
them.”  They  had  been  declared :  “  a  priestly 

kingdom they  were  to  become  the  witnesses  to  the  unity 
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of  God  ;  therefore  it  was  necessary  that  they  should  know, 
and  feel,  and  be  convinced,  that  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
alone,  the  Almighty,  it  is  who  worketh  wonders,  and  that 
belief  in  him  is  the  true  faith. 

As  a  further  proof,  they  had  the  pillar  of  the  cloud  by  day 
and  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  to  convince  them  that  the  Lord 
God  of  the  universe  was  indeed  the  Holy  One  of  Israel. 
This  visible  sign  of  the  presence  of  God  is  called  the 
Shechina ,  from  Shachan,  “to  dwell,”  the  word  the  Lord  had 
used  in  his  promise.  It  is  true  God  is  omnipresent ;  it  is 
true  his  glory  fills  the  universe.  His  will  and  creative 
power  is  attested  by  the  grain  of  sand  that  is  driven  before 
the  wind,  as  well  as  bjr  the  resplendent  luminary  that  sheds 
light  and  life  over  the  earth  and  those  that  dwell  thereon. 
But  while  these  signs  of  his  presence  were  granted  to  all  his 
creatures,  and  bestowed  alike  on  the  human  race,  the  people 
whom  he  had  chosen  as  peculiar  to  himself  wTere  more 
highly  favored.  Theirs  was  the  only  sanctuary  the  Shechina 
deigned  to  glorify ;  theirs  the  only  altar  on  which  fire  from 
heaven  consumed  the  sacrifice.  I  might  even  go  further, 
and  say  their  sanctuary,  erected  by  Moses  at  the  special 
command  of  the  Lord,  was  most  probably  the  first  structure 
of  the  kind  erected  on  all  the  earth.  For  it  is  a  remarkable 
fact,  that  while  profane  history  offers  no  satisfactory  proof 
of  the  existence  of  any  temple  prior  to  Moses’  erection  in 
the  wilderness,  the  Bible  gives  us  cause  to  assume  that 
groves,  hills,  and  shady  trees  were  the  only  places  of  wor¬ 
ship  known  before  the  command  was  given  to  prepare  a 
sanctuary.  Without  entering  further  into  this  subject,  I  go 
on  to  say  when,  some  centuries  after  Moses,  the  sanctuary — 
originally  a  movable  and  portable  tabernacle — became  a 
massive  and  immovable  building ;  when  Solomon  conse¬ 
crated  the  temple  in  Jerusalem,  as  the  future  sanctuary  of 
the  Lord,  the  same  fire  from  heaven,  the  same  visible  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  Shechina,  became  again  manifested  unto 
the  assembled  myriads  of  Israel,  as  we  read  :  “  And  as  Sol- 
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omon  ceased  praying,  tlie  fire  descended  from  heaven  and 
consumed  the  burnt  offering  and  the  sacrifices,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  filled  the  whole  house,  and  the  priests 
could  not  come  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,  for  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  filled  the  house  of  the  Lord.  And  all  the  sons  of 
Israel  saw  when  the  fire  descended  and  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  over  the  house ;  they  bent  their  knees  and  fell  on  their 
faces  on  the  pavement,  and  worshiped  and  thanked  the 
Lord,  for  he  is  good,  and  his  mercy  endureth  forever.” 
(2  Chron.  vii.,  1-3.)  This  was  no  more  than  what  had 
been  done  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  wilderness ;  for  there  also 
we  read  :  “  And  Moses  and  Aaron  went  into  the  tent  of 
consecration,  and  they  went  forth  and  blessed  the  people ; 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  all  the  people,  and 
fire  went  forth  from  the  Lord  and  consumed  on  the  altar  the 
burnt  offering  and  the  fat  pieces ;  and  the  whole  people 
saw  it,  and  shouted  and  fell  on  their  faces.”  (Lev.  ix.,  23, 
24.)  The  act  of  the  Lord  was  the  same  in  both  instances ; 
the  altar,  the  worship,  the  faith  of  the  temple  was  proved  to 
be  the  same  in  the  sanctuary  and  in  the  temple,  as  well  as 
the  sanctuary.  The  Lord  worshiped  was  the  same  who  had 
graciously  declared  that  he  would  “  dwell  among  them.” 
No  other  system  of  faith  ever  obtained  such  proof;  no  other 
religion  can  produce  such  legitimation  from  on  high ;  and 
thus  it  was  the  promise  was  fulfilled,  and  God  dwelt  among 
men. 

And  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  no  art  of  superstition  can 
cast  the  slightest  shadow  on  these  acts.  It  was  no  delusion, 
it  was  not  produced  by  craft.  Israelites  then,  and  forever, 
were  not  remarkable  for  their  easy  faith.  When  Elijah 
stood  on  Carmel’s  mount  he  was  confronted  by  450  men, 
the  priests  and  prophets  of  Baal,  each  of  whom  was  emi¬ 
nently  skilled  in  all  the  arts  that  could  be  practiced  on  a 
simple  people,  in  all  the  tricks  which  craft  had  invented  for 
the  protection  and  aggrandizement  of  a  spurious  priesthood. 
These  men  had  every  thing  at  stake— life,  honor,  the  fate  of 
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their  wives  and  children  all  depending  on  the  issue  of  their 
contest  with  Elijah.  If  they  could  have  charged  him  with 
practicing  a  fraud,  if  they  dared  but  have  breathed  the 
slightest  suspicion  into  the  ears  of  the  multitudes,  far  more 
inclined  to  favor  their  cause  than  that  of  the  stern  Tishbite 
— if  they  could  but  have  done  this,  they  might  have  been 
saved.  But  no  !  Mute  and  horror-stricken,  the  prophets  of 
Baal,  like  the  assembled  thousands  of  Israel,  quailed  be¬ 
neath  the  ardent  glance  of  the  prophet  of  the  Lord.  The 
fire  from  heaven,  which  they  saw  descending,  carried  con¬ 
viction  to  the  mind  of  the  most  stubborn.  One  loud  shout 
•burst  at  once  from  the  trembling  myriads — all  proclaimed 
the  stern  truth :  c-rpan  jon  "n,  “  The  Lord  alone  is  God.” 

But  it  was  not  always  to  remain  so.  He,  of  whom  our 
creed  declares,  ip,wrrpi  qic?  &Z72,  he  sees  the  end  of  an 
event  at  its  beginning ;  he  had  instructed  his  servant, 
Moses,  to  predict  the  time  when,  by  means  of  Israel’s  sins, 
the  Lord  would  turn  away  and  hide  his  countenance  from 
them.  (Deut.  xxxi.,  18.) 

This  was  the  severest  punishment  inflicted  on  them.  The^ 
visible  Shechina  was  withdrawn, -the  temple  was  destroyed, 
the  garden  of  the  Lord  uprooted.  Israel  was  carried  into 
captivity,  exiled,  and  scattered  in  the  lands  of  their  ene¬ 
mies,  where  they  found  no  resting  place.  In  the  1,800 
years  of  our  present  dispersion  we  have  traversed  the  burn¬ 
ing  fierceness  of  Arabia  and  the  cruel  Middle  Ages  of 
Europe — we  have  encountered  the  horrors  of  the  fanatic 
and  the  rage  of  the  Inquisition ;  but  wherever  we  went  we 
carried  with  us  the  word  of  the  Lord  stamped  on  our  minds, 
the  faith  in  God  firm  in  our  hearts,  the  promise  of  God 
deeply  rooted  in  our  souls,  and  especially  those  bright 
promises,  the  glorious  prediction  of  Ezekiel,  which  I  have 
already  named  to  you  :  cnp  tiki,  “  I  will  be  with 

them  in  the  minor  sanctuary,  in  the  countries  to  which  they 
come.”  Yes,  Almighty  Father,  we  heard  thy  word !  In 
the  midst  of  sorrow  the  most  heartrending,  when  in  the 
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morning  we  said:  “Would  that  it  were  evening!”  and  in 
the  evening  we  said  :  “  Would  that  it  were  morning  !”  (Dent, 
xxviii.,  67,)  in  the  moment  when  we  kissed  the  sword  thy 
will  had  but  partially  restrained,  we  listened  to  thee,  and 
confided  in  thee.  Yes,  my  friends,  in  their  darkest  hours, 
your  fathers  felt  the  consoling  and  truthful  support  of  God’s 
blessed  promise.  Time  could  not  weaken  its  force,  distance 
could  not  lessen  its  influence,  adversity  could  not  overcome 
the  firmness  it  inspired.  Even  prosperity,  thanks  be  to 
God  that  hears  me  say  it,  even  prosperity  can  not  seduce 
the  constancy  of  Israelites.  Whenever  ten  of  them  meet, 
they  join  in  prayers  ;  whenever  they  can  accomplish  it,  they 
erect  a  house  of  worship  ;  and  where,  as  with  us,  the  will  is 
free  and  the  means  are  ample,  there,  glory  be  to  God, 
ariseth  a  sanctuary  of  the  Lord.  There  are  many  congre¬ 
gations  in  New  York  whose  numbers  require  a  larger  house 
of  prayer.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  some  whose  churches 
are  more  splendid,  but  none  of  them  is  more  truly  a  sanctu¬ 
ary  of  the  Lord  than  this  house  of  prayer — not  the  gorgeous 
cathedral,  with  its  tali  spire  towering  in  the  clouds  ;  not  the 
stately  mosque,  with  its  gilded  minarets  rising  to  the  sky. 
Indeed,  no  church,  however  ambitious  its  pretensions,  how¬ 
ever  exclusive  the  privileges  it  arrogates  to  itself,  can  claim 
a  title  more  dear,  an  origin  more  holy,  a  promise  more  cer¬ 
tain,  than  what  the  immutable  and  unerring  word  of  God 
bestows  on  this  synagogue.  You  know  it,  you  feel  it,  that 
here  God  is  with  you.  Thus  the  first  question  asked  is 
answered.  The  synagogue  is  to  you  the  legal  successor  of 
the  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness  ;  of  the  temple  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem  ;  it  is  a  (®npa)  sanctuary  ia*a)  of  minor  holiness,  but  still 
most  sacred,  by  the  promise  of  our  God.  It  is  the  most 
hallowed  spot  to  you,  congregation  B’nai  Jeshurun,  for  here 
you  join  your  brethren  in  prayers  to  the  Lord.  What, 
though  no  clouds  of  incense  arise  within  it,  though  no  burnt 
offering  ascends  as  a  sweet  savor  unto  the  Lord,  the  prophet 

N 

Hosea  has  been  instructed  to  declare  that :  irnss  e-ns 
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“  The  sacrifice  of  steers  shall  be  acquitted  by  our  lips.” 
(Hos.  xiv.,  3.)  And  though  no  visible  sign  of  the  Shechina 
hallows  our  minor  sanctuary,  He,  who  declared  that  he 
would  graciously  dwell  with  our  fathers,  has  likewise  made 
known  the  conditions  on  which  he  would  dwell  with  us  : 
rrn  ppm  ndp  rao  ®np  cna  ucu  ■©■np  pp  p®  ac©oi  q-i  -rx  nn  “  Thus, 
saith  the  high  and  exalted  One,  who  indwelleth  eternity, 
and  holy  is  his  name  :  On  high  and  in  holiness  I  dwell  also 
with  him  that  is  contrite  and  of  lowly  spirit.”  (Isaiah  lvii., 
15.) 

This  promise  secures  the  sanctity  of  God’s  sanctuary  when¬ 
ever  Israelites  assemble  within  it.  You  have  the  assurance 
now,  and  that  it  will  always  continue  so,  notwithstanding  the 
sinfulness  of  Israelites.  You  have  the  promise  of  your  God 
who  instructed  the  prophet  Jeremiah  to  declare  :  dn  "n  -icn  np 

b'D  ^>P  pNTr-'  PPT  pP  CN73!*  "ON  03  iPtOTp  *pX  *’*70,*i72  *npm  n>P»5>»  DP2D  ‘IPS1' 

"n  dn3  top  “i®«,  “  Thus  saith  the  Lord :  If  heaven  above  be 
measured,  and  the  foundations  of  earth  below  be  discovered,, 
then  wifi  I  also  despise  the  whole  seed  of  Israel,  for  all  that 
they  have  done,  saith  the  Lord.  (Jer.  xxxi.,  37.)  Yes !  It 
was  holy,  it  is  holy,  it  will  be  holy  forever  and  ever,  this 
glorious  house  of  your  God !  As  thus  the  first  question  is 
completely  and  satisfactorily  answered,  the  second  question- 
is  : 

II. — What  must  be  our  conduct  within  its  walls  ? 

Above  the  ark  of  the  testimony  you  behold  the  words  :: 
peip  nnx  vs  ©sp  pp  “  Know  before  whom  thou  standest.”  This* 
is  your  duty  here.  To  feel  as  your  father,  Jacob,  did :: 
ntn  cnpan  ama  n»,  “  How  awful  is  this  place  !”  To  confess  as 
he  did  :  cetdip  -p©  nn  cpr£>sc  rrp  ok  ■>©  pit  pc,  “  This  is  no  other  than 
the  house  of  God.  Here  is  the  gate  of  heaven.”  (Gen„ 
xxviii.,  17.)  The  house  of  God,  where  no  impure  aspirations 
dare  intrude  ;  the  gate  of  heaven,  where  no  sinful  desires 
can  find  entrance.  It  is  true  that,  wherever  we  are,  we  still 
stand  before  God ;  that,  with  inspired  David,  we  should 
resolve  :  ^ppp  "n  wo,  “  I  keep  the  Lord  present  to  me  con- 
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stantly.”  (Ps.  xvi.,  8.)  This  is  what  we  should  do.  But, 
unfortunately,  our  frailties,  out  passions,  our  sins,  but  too 
often  cause  us  to  forget  that  he,  blessed  be  his  holy  name, 
is  indeed  present  everywhere,  and  at  all  times.  As  thus, 
amid  the  turmoil  of  worldly  avocations,  the  clashing  of 
interests,  and  the  struggles  of  selfishness,  we  generally  act 
as  though  God  sees  us  not,  let  there,  at  all  events,  be  one 
place  on  entering  which  we  may  be  able  honestly  and 
truthfully  to  declare  :  “  Here  I  do  keep  the  Lord  present  to 
me.”  Then  no  idle  talk,  no  worldly  ideas,  will  be  permitted 
to  interrupt  and  disturb  the  train  of  thought  by  which  the 
soul  seeks  to  elevate  itself  into  communion  with  its  God. 
Then  no  indecorous  gesture  or  unbecoming  levity  will  offend 
the  dignity  of  your  sanctuary,  which,  like  the  sacred  frontlet 
on  the  forehead  of  the  high-priest,  is  :  “  Holy  unto 

the  Lord.”  Above  all  things,  let  your  mind  be  altogether 
devoted  to  the  worship  in  which  you  engage  :  vpa  xsErr, 
“  The  All-merciful  requires  the  heart.”  Unless  the  heart 
dictates  the  prayers  to  which  the  lips  give  utterance,  they 
are  worthless.  Oh,  how  sinful  to  be  present  in  the  body,  but 
absent  in  the  spirit  !  Such  lip- worshipers  will  one  day 
tremble  under  the  reproach  :  -nsn  e>m  dsve  pnt  spa  ^e,  “  Who 
required  it  of  you  to  tread  my  courts  ?”  (Isa.  i.,  12.)  While 
sincere,  heartfelt  prayer  is  blessed  with  the  encourage¬ 
ment  :  **35n  “lE&n  snxn  nay  "m  N~.pn  tac,  “  Then  wilt  thou  call, 
and  the  Lord  will  answer ;  thou  wilt  implore,  and  he  will 
say  :  I  am  here.”  (Isaiah  lviii.,  9.) 

And  to  arrive  at  this  degree  of  devotion,  you  must  keep 
humble  and  contrite ;  you  must  tremble  at  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  praise  him  for  his  goodness ;  and  you  must  be  sincere, 
for  prayer  is  the  ladder  which,  though  fixed  on  earth, 
reaches  to  heaven,  and  connects  life  with  immortality,  man 
with  his  God.  Let  others  boast  of  the  advantages  they 
derive  from  decorum — the  outward  semblance,  the  conven¬ 
tional  manner,  the  inanimate  posture,  the  demure  attention 
man  borrows  from  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-man.  Not 
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such  is  the  feeling  which  should  possess  the  Israelite  in  this 
house.  It  is — I  again  repeat  it,  and  I  bid,  I  request,  you  to 
mind  me — it  is  the  inward  purity,  the  meek  and  lowly  car¬ 
riage,  singleness  of  purpose,  sincerity  of  language,  holiness 
of  awe  and  joy — these,  and  these  only,  beseem  the  house  of 
God.  And  the  prayers  you  are  to  recite,  the  worship  you 
are  to  offer  to  the  Lord  your  God — beware  how  you  touch 
it ;  beware  how  you  permit  your  ideas  to  sit  in  judgment  on 
the  words  you  speak  to  your  Maker.  Eemember,  thousands 
of  years  have  these  prayers  been  uttered  by  your  fathers  . 
millions  of  sincere  Israelites  breathe  them  now  in  all  parts 
of  the  world ;  hundreds  of  mistaken  Israelites  try  to  mend 
them.  Therefore,  go  on  as  you  have  hitherto  done  ;  go  on 
and  prosper.  I  am  nearly  seventy  years  of  age.  This, 
probably,  is  the  last  synagogue  I  shall  ever  consecrate ;  this 
is  the  last  advice,  the  last  fervent  prayer  I  presume  to  ad¬ 
dress  to  you  : — Leave  the  old,  cherished,  and  sacred  worship 
of  your  God  as  you  find  it ;  let  the  prayers  of  Israel  re¬ 
sound  as  for  a  thousand  years  they  have  ascended  on  high, 
and  God  will  bless  you.  He  will  hear  your  solemn  devo¬ 
tions,  and  be  gracious  unto  the  seed  of  Jacob. 

III. — Now  that  we  have  heard  what  this  synagogue  is  to 
the  people  of  Israel,  and  what  it  behooves  us  to  do  the 
moment  we  are  within  it,  there  yet  remains  for  us  to  con¬ 
sider  how  we  are  to  acquit  ourselves  of  those  most  sacred 
obligations  which  are  of  binding  force  to  every  Israelite; 
or,  in  the  words  of  our  sermon,  what  ought  to  be,  and  shall 
be,  our  conduct  in  life  before  and  after  being  in  the 
synagogue  ? 

This,  my  friends,  is  indeed  the  most  solemn  and  serious 
consideration  which  we  can  present  to  our  minds.  I  know 
that  you  are  not  ministers  of  religion.  I  know  that, 
though  the  promise  of  God  forms  the  whole  nation  into 
a  priestly  kingdom,  you,  all  of  you,  have  not  yet  reached 
that  distinguished  vocation.  You  are,  most  of  you  indeed, 
with  few  exceptions,  men  of  the  world.  You  stand  at  the 
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crossroads  of  human  life.  On  every  part  of  the  great  thor¬ 
oughfare  you  are  active  and  occupied.  Some  Israelites  take 
a  foremost  place  in  that  stronghold  of  busy  life  ;  their 
means,  their  connections,  their  fortunes,,  give  them  rank,  and 
they  are  looked  up  to  for  an  example  and  a  guidance* 
Many  of  you  throng  that  crowded  station,  work  hard,  and 
have  not  time  to  answer  themselves  or  me*  Most  of  you 
keep  their  narrow  spot,  contented  or  dissatisfied  they  toil 
in  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and  the  crust  they  earn  is  barely 
sufficient  for  their  offspring.  Yet  to  all  of  them  I  say — to 
all  of  you,  Israelites,  I  call:  What  is  to  be,  what  shall  be, 

your  conduct  in  life  ?  While  you  are  silent  I  will  tell  you ; 

' 

for  this  important  question  has  already  engaged  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Psalmist  King,  when  he  inquires  to  w  to  "n 
-p-rp  pm",  “  O  Lord,  who  may  sojourn  in  thy  tent,  who 
may  abide  in  thy  holy  mount?”  He  answers  (Psalm  xv., 
1,  2) :  -n-p  rrox  ir-n  pns  dtoh  *jbin,  “  He  who  walketh  up¬ 
rightly,  acts  justly,  and  speaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart;”  and 
the  truth  of  this  Psalm  is  still  further  confirmed  in  the  111th 
Psalm,  where  the  inspired  singer  declares  :  "n  nam  rroan  rrmso 
crrm?  arm  “  The  beginning  of  wisdom  is  the  fear  of 
the  Lord ;  good  understanding  have  all  they  that  perform, 
them.” 

Thus  the  Psalmist  teaches  us  it  is  he  who,  not  prays  the 
most,  not  fasts  the  most  frequently,  but  who  acts  uprightly 
to  his  neighbor.  Yes,  practical  morality,  founded  on  the  fear 
of  God,  is  the  conduct  most  becoming  to  the  Israelite  ;  and 
this  obligation  the  whole  Bible  enforces  on  us.  Every 
Israelite  who,  amid  the  conflict  of  creeds  and  religious  sys¬ 
tems,  holds  fast  by  his  most  ancient  doctrine,  and  proclaims 
aloud  :  nna  "n  nrnpx  "n  psotp  3rory  “  Hear,  O  Israel,  the  Lord  our 
God  is  one,”  is  a  missionary,  a  priest,  placed  among  the 
nations  of  earth  to  preach  and  proclaim  the  first  univer¬ 
sal  truth,  that  God  is  one.  Every  Israelite  who,  amid 
the  cravings  of  avarice  and  the  promptings  of  selfishness, 
does  :  isnpi>  namn  av  ns  -vot,  “  Bemember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
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■keep  it  holy  ” — every  Israelite  who  doeth  this,  and  submits 
to  the  law,  is  a  missionary,  a  priest,  placed  among  the  na¬ 
tions  of  earth  to  preach  and  proclaim  the  important  truth 
of  revelation.  Every  Israelite  who  y3xm  ncn  ninso  dscc  mt? 

d?  nrS  “  Doeth  justice,  loveth  mercy,  and  walketh 
humbly  with  his  God  ” — every  Israelite  who  doeth  this,  and 
obeys  the  law  of  his  God,  is  a  missionary,  a  priest,  placed 
among  the  nations  of  earth  to  preach  and  proclaim  the 
great  truth  of  an  hereafter ;  the  test  and  recompense  of  our 
motives.  These  three  principles — the  unity  of  God,  his 
revelation,  and  the  hereafter — are  the  fundamental  princi¬ 
ples  of  true  religion,  which  the  Israelite  must  observe ;  for, 
as  I  have  already  told  you,  Scripture  says :  ^  tdki  "n  end  dpx, 
“  Ye  are  my  witnesses,  saith  the  Lord,  that  I  am  God.” 
Therefore  he  must  prove  by  his  practice,  by  the  force  of 
example,  what  in  him  becomes  irresistible.  These  three 
principles  I  call  upon  every  one  of  you — men  and  women, 
young  and  old,  rich  and  poor — to  bear  in  mind.  Most  wise 
and  most  true  is  the  dictum  of  the  Talmud  :  “  All  Israelites 
are  bondsmen  for  each  other  for  we  find  that  the  conduct 
of  each  Israelite  does  influence  the  opinion  men  entertain, 
and  can  either  raise  or  lower  the  character  of  his  people  in 
the  eyes  of  the  multitude. 

It  therefore  behooves  every  Israelite,  and  still  more 
every  congregation  of  Israelites,  so  to  conduct  themselves  in 
public  and  in  private  that  they  may  entitle  themselves  to 
the  approbation  of  the  good  and  wise  of  every  creed  and 
language  ;  and  who  are  better  qualified  to  do  so  than  the 
Israelites  of  this  great,  free,  and  glorious  republic  ?  You, 
whom  the  land  confesses  for  its  citizens,  and  grants  full 
liberty  to  carry  out  the  precepts  of  your  religion — you  can 
do  so  according  to  its  letter  and  its  spirit.  To  your  coun¬ 
trymen  of  another  denomination  you  offer  friendship,  good 
advice,  and  the  promptings  of  a  feeling  heart.  To  your 
brethren  of  the  house  of  Israel  you  offer  this  synagogue,  the 
house  of  their  God,  and  heartfelt  love,  as  you  are  bidden. 
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You  offer  them  much  for  the  present,  and  more  for  the 
future.  I  foresee  the  time  when  the  Jews  of  America  will 
be  foremost  in  Hebrew  learning  and  in  worldly  knowledge  ; 
and  thus  a  good  understanding  in  the  sight  of  God  and  of 
men  ;  a  strong  and  salutary  influence  in  less  favored  lands  ; 
happiness  on  earth,  and  peace  in  heaven  :  such  is  the 
blessed  future  that  awaits  you  and  your  children,  until  the 
Redeemer  cometh  to  Zion.  But,  in  order  to  secure  those 
blessings,  remember  that  union  is  strength;  in  order  to 
deserve  them,  remember  that  the  crowning  wish  of  the 
Psalmist  is  :  -ie?  nx  rpa*  “  May  the  Lord  bless  his 

people  with  peace.”  Peace  within  yourselves  !  Peace  with 
all  men  !  Peace  with  God  1 

And  now  I  proceed  to  consecrate  this  sanctuary  to  the 
worship  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  It  is  not  finished ; 
but  it  is  remarkable  that  when  I  consecrated  Greene 
Street  Synagogue,  the  work  was  also  far  from  finished. 
We  were  forced  to  occupy  it  over  the  holy  days ;  and 
when  they  were  passed,  many  a  good  day’s  work  was  re¬ 
quired  before  we  could  hold  it.  Here,  too,  the  work  is 
not  finished ;  here,  too,  we  yield  to  the  craving  of  the 
holy  days.  But  fully  convinced  that  it  will  be  completed 
after  the  holy  days,  I  say  :  imfra  o^nyn  “jJjq  "n  nra  “prs 

run  -jet?  warn,  “  Blessed  be  thou,  O  Lord  our  God,  King  of 
the  universe,  who  has  preserved  us  alive,  sustained  us,  and 
brought  us  on  to  enjoy  this  season  I” 

This  building,  may  it  henceforth  and  forever  be  devoted 
to  the  Lord !  This  sanctuary,  may  it  be  the  abode  of  peace  1 
Every  one  who  enters  its  precincts  to  pour  forth  his  soul  in 
prayer  to  the  God  of  Jacob,  may  he  here  find  peace!  He  or 
she  who  hears  the  summons  of  their  own  conscience,  who 
feels  its  pangs,  who  groans  under  the  weight  of  sin,  and 
comes  hither  to  offer  up  the  supplications  of  a  broken  and 
contrite  heart — may  he  or  she  here  find  pardon  from  the 
God  of  mercies,  mJ>o^  ns-p  “who  pardonetli  abundantly!” 
He  or  she  who  groans  under  the  afflictions  of  this  life. 
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whom  sickness,  poverty,  hope  deferred,  or  an  aching  heart, 
brings  hither,  and  who  enters  within  these  walls  as  an 
asylum  where  they  may  take  refuge  with  their  God — may 
he  or  she  here  find  support  and  peace,  upheld  by  the  strong 
hand  of  the  God  of  love,  for  pp  "n  mis,  “  Who  doeth  good 
unto  all!”  He  or  she  who  comes  hither  to  offer  thanks  for 
past  favors,  and  prayerfully  to  seek  counsel  how  to  make 
the  best  use  of  blessings  already  bestowed — may  he  or  she 
here  obtain  a  foretaste  of  r:s2  -itk  -pita  m,  “  thy  great 
good  thou  hast  in  store  for  those  who  fear  thee !”  Thus 
may  the  prayer  be  fulfilled  to  you  :  yrroEnNS  mpio  oiptn  vp, 
“Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy 
mansion.”  (Psalm  cxxii.,  2.)  King  Solomon,  when  he 
dedicated  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  fervently  prayed  in  its 
behalf.  Let  us  follow  him,  and  pray  : 

Almighty  and  merciful  God,  thou  hast  this  day  been 
gracious  unto  us,  and  hast  permitted  us  to  erect  this  house 
to  thy  service.  Thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  let  my  voice  re¬ 
sound  to  tell  thy  praise.  Father,  I  thank  thee  ;  thou  hast 
dealt  mercifully  with  thy  servant.  Grant,  heavenly  Father, 
that  I  may  continue  to  worship  thee,  and  to  preach  thee,  Holy 
One  of  Israel ;  until  the  time  cometh  when  thou  callest  me. 
Lord  eternal,  this  house,  which  is  devoted  to  thy  worship,  oh, 
look  down  upon  it  with  an  eye  of  favor.  Hear  thy  people 
when  they  pray  to  thee ;  listen  to  thy  children  when  they  im¬ 
plore  thy  mercy  ;  be  gracious  unto  them  as  they  thank  thee 
for  thy  loving-kindness.  Vouchsafe,  all-bounteous  God,  to  let 
thy  spirit  reign  in  this  house  ;  that  men  and  women,  young 
and  old,  may,  with  willing  minds  and  contented  hearts, 
thank  thee,  Father,  for  whatever  thou  sendest  them.  Thou, 
who  alone  art  wise,  thou  knowest  what  is  best  for  them. 
Thy  bounty  grants  them  favors,  thy  justice  withholds  them  ; 
but  whether  thou  give  or  deny,  let  thy  people  bow  to  thy 
holy  name  in  humility  and  thankfulness.  Thou  hast  brought 
our  country  triumphant  out  of  the  dangerous  struggle  that 
visited  her.  O  merciful  and  bounteous  God,  let  thy  loving- 
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kindness  reward  her  for  all  that  she  has  undergone  ;  let  her 
representatives  be  just,  her  senators  be  humane,  her  Presi¬ 
dent  be  wise,  that  he  and  they  may  leave  behind  them  a 
name  and  fame  that  shall  live  in  the  hearts  of  thy  grateful 
people.  Unto  the  State  and  the  city  of  New  York,  unto  her 
Governor,  and  all  her  constituted  authorities,  extend  thy 
goodness.  Grant  that  joy  and  not  sorrow,  health  and  not 
affliction,  peace  and  not  disturbance,  cause  contentment  to 
reign  here,  to  reign  everywhere  throughout  the  land.  And, 
Father,  I  beseech  thee  grant  thy  loving-kindness  to  those 
who  have  toiled  to  erect  thy  house;  to  the  Parnass,  the 
treasurer,  and  the  trustees,  to  the  building  committee  and 
the  architect,  to  those  who  have  held  office,  to  the  men,  the 
women,  and  children  that  constitute  thy  congregation  B’nai 
Jeshurun,  and  to  thy  whole  people  of  Israel — bless  them 
now,  bless  them  forever.  And,  merciful  God,  as  the  time  is 
now  at  hand  when  thou  hast  proclaimed  :  insr.p  iNsam  "n  nm 
mp  mvns,  “  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while  he  is  to  be  found  ;  call 
upon  him  while  he  is  nigh,”  I  beseech  thee,  be  indeed 
found  while  we  seek  thee  ;  be  indeed  nigh  when  we  call 
thee.  This  year,  and  every  succeeding  year,  be  unto  us, 
and  to  our  messengers,  a  benign  and  forgiving  Master. 
And  thus  this  building,  and  all  sanctuaries  that  are  raised 
to  the  Lord,  let  them  thrive  and  prosper  to  thy  glory,  for¬ 
ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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